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MAYA Organic Wooden Toys, Product INFO.
	LACWARE WOODEN TOYS
Raw material: 
The lacware products are mostly crafted out of Hale wood (Wrightia Tinctoria). Hale wood is extremely close grained, moderately hard and easily turned into fine shapes by hand or machine. It has a very low moisture and oil content. The latter helps ensure an excellent finish and translucency after polishing. The seasoned wood does not require any chemical treatment and can be used in an as is condition. The wood is shaped by turning it on a lathe. Initially there were only manually-operated lathes but now power lathes have been introduced



	FAQs: Doesn’t using wood lead to depletion of forests? 

Hale is a local species of tree found in the forests and on village wastelands in several parts of Karnataka. The wood used by the artisans comes from both forest and non-forest land surrounding Channapatna. This wood is also used as firewood by the local people. Usually the entire tree is not felled. Instead the bigger branches are cut and the tree is allowed to grow back. 
Lacware is a handicraft industry. While even a small paper mill consumes more than 4000 cubic meters of wood per month, the wood requirement does not exceed 400 cubic meters per month for about 3000 artisans in Channapatna. 

However to ensure regular availability of raw material MAYA ORGANIC is working with the forest department and with local village communities to grow Hale tree in both forest land and in private wasteland. Further MAYA ORGANIC is also exploring the use of other non forest woods such as bamboo, Rubber wood and pine wood from packaging industry.



	Shaping the wood: 

Though hand lathes are still used by some artisans in villages, most of the artisans have taken to power lathes. Only small and simple beads are made on the hand lathe. In a power lathe the wood is turned on a machine; however, the chisel work, and hence all the shaping/detailing is done by hand. Once the required shape is obtained the wood is sanded to a smooth finish.

Finishing & colouring: 

The beautiful shining surface finish of these articles is obtained by using shellac(lac). Lac / shellac is a natural resin and is considered as one of the few naturally available organic finishes. Both synthetic and natural pigments can be used to colour the lac. MOOGLI Toys are manufactured using Natural dyes.  

Blue      :  Extracts from Indigo plant
Yellow  :  Turmeric Powder

Orange  :  Kanchi KumKum and Turmeric and other natural ingredients.

Red               :  Kanchi KumKum and Natural Alizarin

Dark Brown  : Extracts from Ratanjyoti tree

Light Brown :  Extracts from Katha.

Lac (Shellac) is a natural resin secreted and deposited by an insect on a particular kind of tree which grows in the indian subcontinent. This is scraped off and processed to obtain lac. Lac is a solid substance with a low melting point and can be used as a surface finish by frictional application.  Lac can also be dissolved in spirit and can be sprayed / brushed. Products made using lac are referred to as lacware products. 

Lacquer is tapped from the lacquer tree (like rubber is tapped from the rubber tree ). The processed lacquer is brushed as a surface finish on articles. Such products are called lacquerware products. There are no Lacquer trees in India.




	Taking care of Moogli toys:
Moogli toys are handcrafted wooden toys that are designed and manufactured to ensure a high level of quality and safety. Natural dyes are used to colour the toys and Lac – a natural resin is used as a surface finish.  
Lac is a durable surface finish that can be polished to an attractive shining look. With proper care and handling lacware toys can have a long life. Following are some instructions to take care of the lacware toys.

Protect from impact / sharp blows: 

Lac is a brittle material that is applied as a thin surface coating on toys. Sharp blows and impact due to hitting against hard surfaces can result in the lac chipping off from the surface

Protect from Alcohol / spirits:

Lac dissolves in spirit. Contact with spirit/ alcohol can damage the lac coating and the bright shining look. 

Protect from fire and hot surfaces:

Wood is a combustible material and can catch fire if directly brought in contact with fire. Contact with hot sufaces can damage the lac coating. 

Protect from Water/moisture:

Contact with water or prolonged exposure to moisture can result in the absorption of moisture into the wood through unprotected surfaces such as holes and joints. The resulting expansion and contraction of wood can lead to the pealing off of the lac coating.  

Protect from Sun

Lacware toys are indoor toys. Direct exposure to sun light for long periods can result in the fading away of the bright colours. 

Cleaning Moogli Toys

Lacware toys should be cleaned with a dry cloth. When required the toys can be wiped with a moist cloth and should immediately be dried with a dry towel



	MOOGLI TOYS are manufactured by the MAYA ORGANIC labour collectives from Channapatna of rural Karnataka, India. These hand crafted wooden toys are designed and manufactured to ensure a high level of quality and safety.

MAYA ORGANIC is a development initiative of labour collectives of the informal sector. It facilitates the collectives in building leadership, identifying learning needs, enhancing skills and therefore refining products and services so that you, as a customer, are benefited and also become a part of the development process. The collectives comply to a set of decent work standards and do not employ child labour.



















