Frederica Ralephata, Johannes, and Grace Notes & Interview
(questions may not be in exact order of interview)
Date: 9 November 2007, 14:30-16:00
Location: Tšwelopele Crèche

Interviewer(s): Elyse Jurgen & Anthony Robalik

Source: Frederica Ralephata, Crèche Principal

Contact Information: 083 722 7059
Notes:

The three garden plots have the following measurements:

Plot 1 (tomato plot): 3,000cm x 2,700cm   = 810 m2
Plot 2 (veggie garden): 2,420 x 2,340cm   = 570 m2
Plot 3 (children’s plot): 1,970cm x 710cm = 140 m2
Q1

What is the total number of staff? 
A1
· Eight. I forgot to mention before about the 2 cleaning people that work here. Each are paid R350 per month.
Q2
Do you think it would be beneficial to have fruit trees at the crèche so that the children can consume fresh and nutritious seasonal fruits?

A2
· Yes, but we worry about the fruit being stolen. Johannes stays here during the week and therefore can watch over the trees, but on the weekends he goes home to visit his family.
Q3
Do you have a meal menu given to you by the crèche’s social worker?

A3
· Yes. It shows you what foods the children eat during the day [similar in content to that of which we obtained from the Louis Trichardt Hospital Dietitian, but with more meat]. The menu we have does not list the meat that we want to feed the children. The crèche’s I’ve visited all serve chicken, so we should too. [We then responded with the nutritional suggestions from the dietitian indicating that there are cheaper and more nutritional sources of protein available: Frederica was not receptive to this idea.]
Q4
Would the children eat peanut butter and ground nuts?

A4
· Yes. A spoonful of groundnuts mixed with porridge [pap] is good for the children [We don’t think this is done currently].
Q5
Have you taken the courses on financial management and health & nutrition?

A5
· Yes, I took them. That is where I learned how to keep financial records [see question 6].

Q6
How many parents don’t pay, on average, per month?

A6
· [Frederica showed us her books in response to this question. They indicated that, on a monthly basis, the number of parents paying fluctuates widely. In September, 159 parents paid; in other months, fewer than half this number did. Sometimes they’ll make amends in the month(s) following, but often not. Frederica currently does not have a policy of removing children from the crèche whose parents do not pay, but Retha is attempting to convince her to do so. If all the parents paid, the crèche would have a fairly large surplus of cash on a monthly basis; as it stands now, though, it is barely keeping itself afloat]
Q7
What do you think about involving the children in helping with the gardens?

A7
· They already do; they help with the children’s plot [Plot #3]. [It was apparent, however, that the children rarely if ever helped in any of the three plots.]

the following questions were asked of Grace, with Frederica serving as translator
Q8
Can you show us the insect(s) that are eating the cabbage?

A8
· [They showed us five different things, one of which was a ladybug and likely actually helpful; another a grasshopper; yet another something that resembled a worm and may have been the true pest. This indicated a general lack of understanding as to what was really bothering the cabbage and set us up for the next question.]
Q9
Do you think it would be helpful to have an Agricultural Extension Officer come to the crèche to conduct a training on proper pest control, as well as fertilizer application?

A9
· Yes.
the following questions were asked of Johannes (and Frederica), with Frederica serving as translator
Q10
Do you think that it would be a good idea to have chickens here, so that there eggs could serve as a source of protein and their manure as fertilizer for the garden? [to Frederica]
A10
· Yes [enthusiastically]. But we worry they might be stolen. I’ll ask Johannes what he thinks about it.
Q11
Would you be able to take care of the chickens? We were told they could roam free during the day but might need to be penned up at night. [to Johannes]
A11
· Yes. They would need a pen built to contain them. They shouldn’t be free-range, but would be in the pen all the time. [We questioned him again about this, but he confirmed that he thought they should be penned during the day.]
