Adam Ward Notes & Interview
Date: 30 October 2007, 13:00
Location: The Coffee Shoppe (in Robot Electric).

Interviewer(s): Elyse Jurgen & Anthony Robalik

Source: Adam Ward, Agricultural / Garden Specialist (Flowers of Eden).

Contact Information: 082 890 3543
I.
Brief Explanation of Project


a.
emphasizes sustainable, economical, environmentally-friendly methods

b.
poor village of Indermark and Sepedi culture
II.
Observations at the Crèche


a.
one gardener


b.
3 large plots (planted in micro-mono-crop fashion) to feed 160 children plus 6 


staff members


c.
current growth (some poor)- beetroot, spinach, tomato, onion, carrots, and 



cabbage


d.
supposedly veggies used for supplementing mid-day meal (mainly composed of 


mealie meal)


e.
crèche principal is concerned about the condition of the cabbage (and therefore 


they are purchasing from local provider)


f.
lots of weeds in 1 of 3 plots

III.
Ideas for improvement


a.
analyze soil quality (N-P-K) to determine nutrient levels


b.
composting

c.
chicken fertilizer project (?)


d.
engaging children in weeding
IV.
Needs


a.
expertise on soil quailty/testing


b.
suggestions and knowledge on chicken fertilizing


c.
de-pesting the cabbage in an environmentally friendly manner


d.
lecture or teach-in to inform staff about these issues


e.
better understanding of Sepedi 

Q1

What does your occupation entail?

A1

· I worked with the Agricultural Extension Office and now I’m currently working for a nursery, where I sell seeds to commercial farmers.

Q2
Are there ways to de-pest cabbage in an environmentally-friendly fashion?

A2

· Yes. There are organic sprays and “catch crops” which deter pests. Both of which are more economical than chemical sprays.

Q3
What pests could be creating holes in the crèche’s cabbage?

A3

· The Diamondback Moth (Plutella xylostella) is a light green caterpillar, in their pupal stage, that feeds on the underside of leaves, eating small holes. 

Q4

Are you still able to eat the cabbage in this condition?

A4

· Yes, there is no reason not to. Once you cook the leaves, you won’t even notice the holes.

Q5

Do you know of anyone who conducts soil quality tests in Makhado?

A5

· Yes. The Agricultural Department up the street performs this service. Likewise local universities as well. If that all fails, I may be able to provide you with another contact that could help.

Q6

What information do the soil tests provide?

A6

· They will give you the N-P-K values and other micro-elements of the soil and provide fertilization recommendations for improving the soil.

Q7

How do you conduct a soil sample analysis?

A7

· In one plot, extract 4-5 mini-samples. Dig a 1ft. hole and scrape the side of the hole from the top soil to the sublayer. Take a 2kg sample in each hole. Do this 4-5 times and mix in a bag.
Q8
Where can we purchase seeds in bulk?
A8
· Buy seeds from seeds merchants/nurseries rather than purchasing them at grocery stores, which only sell them in small packets. The quality of these seeds are very poor.
Q9
What is the cost of bulk vegatable seeds?

A9
· It depends on the seed. For cabbage, R20-R30 for 1,000 seeds. Processing tomatos (HTX-14), the preferred choice of many rural farmers for their taste and ability to produce many fruits, cost R57 for 1,000 seeds. You will need 5-6 seeds/m2. One bag of seeds will last 1-2 seasons, depending on the plot size.

Q10
Are you familiar with chicken manure fertilizing techniques?

A10
· Yes. Some rural farmers use chicken as well as cow manure. However you need 6-8kg/m2. It takes a lot of chickens to produce that much manure. You may be able to find local farmers in Indermark that have both chicken and cow manure to give or sell to the crèche.
