Adam Ward Notes & Interview
(questions may not be in exact order of interview)
Date: 12 December 2007, 2:00-2:30pm
Location: Makhado Flat
Interviewer(s): Elyse Jurgen & Anthony Robalik

Source: Adam Ward, Agricultural / Garden Specialist (Flowers of Eden).

Contact Information: 082 890 3543
Q1

Can you take a look at these soil test results and tell us what you think? 
A1
· I think you had contaminated soil. These results are highly suspect. Your potash [potassium] levels are very high. It would only take a speck of fertilizer to contaminate the entire sample. That’s why you see they recommend you don’t apply any potash, because the levels are too high. Just a speck and the levels in the sample would spike.
Q2
So this means that our fertilizer recommendations…?

A2
· Need to be thrown out, yes.
Q3
So we’ve been trying to push for organic farming methods – companion planting, pesticide-free, that sort of thing – but encountering some resistance. Not only from the crèche but also from the agricultural extension officer in town. Do you have any insights into that?

A3
· Look, you are going to face resistance with that sort of thing. You’re a white person trying to tell them to not use chemicals and they see that as the Dark Ages – not modern. You can’t do it in six months. What you’d have to do is ask them to set aside a small plot, and you do it your way while they use conventional techniques on the rest. Eventually they’ll see that your way works and it’s more cost-effective and then they might adopt it. That’s the only way you can do that.
· I really respect what you’re trying to do here, but these things take time. Six months isn’t enough.

Q4
Maybe you could help us with the tomato plants. They are very, very small, the fruit is very small and the leaves are turning yellow. Do you know what might be causing that?

A4
· Well, if they’ve been growing tomatoes in the same plot for several years, as you’ve said before, then you might have eel worms. They infest the root of the plant and cause the roots to look very lumpy – it’s obvious when you see it. The only way to deal with that is crop rotation. You shouldn’t have anything growing in the same place for more than 2-3 seasons. After that you need to plant something completely different, and leave it free of tomatoes for 2-3 years. There are actually 26 varieties of eel worm.
· You could plant onions on that plot, they aren’t susceptible to that same type of eel worm.

Q5
We’ve been having trouble with this agricultural extension officer, we feel like we’ve had to hold his hand the entire time, and tell him things repeatedly. He also never calls when he’s supposed to. For example, we want to plant trees at the crèche and we told him this and he was supposed to look into that for us, but every time we see him and bring up that subject, he says “trees?”
A5
· Yes, welcome to Africa, welcome to Africa, welcome to Africa.
Notes:

Adam Ward blows our minds. Not only is he very personable, helpful, experienced and intelligent, he also helped us to realize that we basically bit off way more than we could chew with this aspect of the project. Three months is not enough to accomplish our objective.
We leave with Laucky the extension officer tomorrow for the training in Indermark, but it will be a much-circumscribed affair. We’re not going to buy fertilizer or all the seeds. We hope Laucky can teach them about crop rotation, composting, and ways to deal with the cabbage pests and the potential eel worm infestation in the tomatoes. 
They always say you learn more from failure than from success… we’ve been humbled.
