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Q1

Do you have any insights on where we might be able to find people who can teach English at the crèche? Retha thought we might be able to use primary school teachers from Indermark, who could come after their classes are over.
A1
· Yes, I think primary school teachers would be a good idea – there may not be any other solution, actually. They’re local, and it could help the economy a little.
Q2
What’s your impression of their English-speaking ability?

A2
· They’re not going to be fully-trained to teach English at that level, but you might find individuals who are willing and capable. By third grade, children are expected to be able to begin writing in English and also begin learning a third language, while in fourth the medium of instruction is English.
Q3
What can you tell us about the trainings done here, and which ones might be most beneficial for the teachers at the crèche?

A3
· There are two trainings in particular I think would be beneficial for Frederica, one of which Cecilia should also receive, once she’s met all the prerequisites. The first is the “enrichment program”, which Frederica is ready for now and Cecilia will be in after July 2008. It encompasses training in [English] literacy and numeracy [math]. It takes a full year, and its emphasis is on practical experience. There are 10 visits, workshops, which the practitioners [teachers] must attend here at Faranani, especially in the beginning, but the focus is on staff visits to the crèches involved. The cost is only R500 per person, as the rest of the costs are covered by donors.
· The other training, which only Frederica would need, is the Level 4 Communication [Fundamentals of English Literacy] training, which is held in Heanertsburg by the Thusanang Trust. It takes three weeks, and costs R3,600, not including transportation to and from the training centre. It would give her her certificate, which is equivalent to a matric [high school diploma], and equip her to teach English at the crèche. Cecilia already has her matric, which is why she doesn’t need this training. Even though I know Frederica feels exhausted with all the trainings and wants them to be over, I think you should encourage her to take this one, as it will mean the completion of her training.
Q4
We’ve been experiencing some difficulty locating books, written in Sepedi, for young children. Do you know where we could find some?

A4
· Biblionef is a good source. They take books that have been published but don’t sell well and sell them at a very low cost. cell: 021 531 0447. email: michel.bibsa@iafrica.com
Q5
We’ve also been looking for educational toys for the youngest children. Can you offer any insights into that?

A5
· I think that’s a big issue at Tšwelopele. The babies have almost no stimulation whatsoever. They should have mobiles hanging from the ceiling. They need mats or blankets as well. There are a couple sources you can go to for baby toys. One, for real “greenies”, as I call them, is Maya Organic Wooden Toys [office: 021 462 6323; cell: 083 958 8128; norwil@telkomsa.net] , which is a group of women from India who produce naturally-pigmented, educational children’s toys. Another is Smile Education [015 516 7742; http://www.smilesa.co.za]. You can get a catalogue at the Marius Brönn pharmacy in Makhado. Another is the Educational Toy Centre in Johannesburg, which is a toy library [011 887 1560; educational.toys@icon.co.za].
· We will be offering a course that will teach practitioners in ECD how to best use the toys for the benefit of the children. This is necessary because they often leave toys they are unfamiliar with on the shelf.
Notes:

In addition to the help she offered us in our project, we spent some time discussing the need the Faranani Centre has for volunteers and outside help. We discussed the possibility of an “Adopt-a-Crèche” program in which a school or organization in the USA could support a small rural crèche in Limpopo. Additionally, we discussed the possibility for college students to do terms or summer terms or some sort of service abroad in the Limpopo region. There is a possibility in the future that a small cottage may open up in the grounds of the Faranani Centre that such a student could use. They will also need a swim instructor to teach local children how to swim in a pool at the Centre within the next year. We told Joy we would convey these thoughts to friends and possibly receptive organizations and institutions back home.
